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GREEN ACROSS THE PACIFIC MARKS TEN YEARS OF ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP EXCHANGE IN VERMONT AND SOUTH CHINA WITH EXHIBITS AT ECHO LAKE AQUARIUM AND SCIENCE CENTER AT THE LEAHY CENTER FOR LAKE CHAMPLAIN.
  

Burlington, Vt.—“This summer program is the most popular for students in our school,” says Lao Yixing.  Yixing is one of twelve students selected from a pool of one hundred applicants to participate in Green Across the Pacific’s (GATP’s) Environmental Leadership Program based at Champlain College this summer.  He comes from the Affiliated High School of South China Normal University (Hua Shi Fu Zhong- HSFZ) Guangzhou, China.  Vice Principal Zhu Ziping points out that “HSFZ has had students enter national and international competitions, including the Intel International Science Fair, as a result of their work in this program.  Many Chinese students from this program attend high level universities in China, the United States and Great Brittan, and continue to work with concern for the environment.”  American students have a similar record following their passion into fields like environmental education, physical geology and herpetology (the study of reptiles and amphibians).

Students have searched out rocks, salamanders and animal tracks with field scientists, visited with legislators and Governor Douglas in Montpelier, and traveled to logging and industrial sites to witness natural resource management first hand.  After meeting with students on Thursday, July 24th as part of a four person business panel, Catherine Caum, General Manager Bowles Corporation and Clean Earth Technologies wrote, “last night was really fun- just wish I could have had more time to talk to the kids individually- they're very special.”

GATP, an Addison County nonprofit, first hosted a delegation from HSFZ in 1998.  This was the first trip to Vermont for a Chinese High School since the Chinese Liberation in 1949.

This year, the program will conclude on Friday August 1st with a day of exhibits at ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science Center at the Leahy Center for Lake Champlain on Burlington’s waterfront.  Exhibits will be open to the public from 10:45 AM to 2:25 PM.  With the exception of a lunch break, visitors will be able to meet with students to discuss their projects.  Project topics include amphibian conservation and the role of amphibians as indicator species, efficiency in Chinese and American home design, solid waste management, and an idea for increasing automobile efficiency.  “I am really excited about the ideas that students have come up with to make their exhibits interesting and interactive,” said Peter Lynch, Executive Director of GATP.  “This is the first time that we have tried to develop exhibits for display at ECHO, and I think it is great to celebrate the experience of a decade of exchanges in Vermont and South China with a new initiative.”

This year’s program is supported, in part, by International Paper Foundation, Chroma Technology, DR Power Equipment, Dynapower Corporation, Langrock Sperry & Wool, Steiger Supply Co., Cream Hill Farm, and Millborne Farm.

For further information, contact GATP at 802-897-5232, or info@gatp.org.  GATP can be found on the web at www.gatp.org. 

GATP is a not-for-profit organization that seeks to improve cultural and environmental awareness and cooperation around the world. The organization conducts exchange and apprenticeship programs that function to establish an international community of learners.

